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T iiKRB still aren't enough 
gasr masks available to 
outfit fill of our civilian 
population, ar.«1 with military 
demnad* at a peak no early 
production on n basis of a 
mask for every civilian can 
he hoped for. Rather than go 
without any protection at all. 
the alert citizen can make gas 
masks for himself and hia 
family. 

Such homemade masks 
in uat he looked upon as noth- 
ing more than temporary 
emergency equipment. They 
cannot lake the place of ap- 
proved masks, hut they 
s Valid, if carefully made, af- 
ford more prelection than 
towels, blanket-?, or similar 



Air-Hititf Prol<>(‘fioii front Common Materials 












First step in mating the mmt »» to <©l <j fCv«d 
We on lli» ««le» lino of Ike top, oWvt 4“ (i»m 
fb© bock fijg?. Ibis bote tkould bo ©boot I /V' smo$i- 
er In diorreier Ibon fbe> <eikl««d ps-def-pjH bo* 



lnsr*l tiv* celluloid bo* |*dlfc#»t its fid) in ike 
Hole, »t(el<k «(*9 lk« rvbb©r o*ef tk© Iwntdop 
©<Jg© end kalfwoy oefoss its width. Top© *1 foil oil 
otpjrd. Soitom of bo* f oca ©vfward from the mod 



Both ©nth of lb© eaimtcr mwd bo op©n. Cul « disk 
obowi I” forger in diomoter from a pi©o» of sereon- 
ing or o fly swolt.*». Hold Ihij over ono end of 
the canister, bend down the edge, and lope if foil 



Place two handkerchiefs togoHior ond posh tho cloth 
into lha canister against ik© screen. Pack tightly 
with two ports charcoal to on© part soda time and 
fold over the cloth. Leave wide margin olf oroond 



makeshift filters in ease of tt gm* attack. 

The Air Haiti Precautions Department of 
the American Women’s Voluntary Services, 
under National Director May Singh! Preen, 
is teaching civilians how to make gas masks 
from rubber bathing imps. This type of 
mask, designed by Dr. Simon h lluxkin of 
New York City, is intemlcd to protect the 
wearer only against the common, known 
gases used in chemical warfare. It is use* 
less against smoke, illuminating gas. and 
carbon monoxide < automobile exhaust). 

How such a mask is made is shown in the 
accompanying photographs. Use a heavy 
bathing cap, not a thin one. -Make joints 
airtight m that the wearer can breathe only 
through the canister. 

The physical filtering agent in the canister 
is activated! granular charcoal, which can 
l>e obtained at drug stores and wholesale 
drug houses. To lest it for aelvity (the 



ability to take up and hold gases), place a 
small amount, such as a tenth of a gram, in 
the palm of the hand and pour on it five 
drops of carbon tetrachloride. The charcoal 
should become warm. If not. It’s unsafe. 

Hither one half 10/20 mesh and one half 
4/ to mesh, or the coarser charcoal atone, 
may be employed. With it mix one half as 
much coarsc-mesh soda Hme (sodium cal- 
cium hydrate), also available at drug stores. 
Pack the canister solidly. No air must enter 
without passing through the charcoal. 

Do not forget to seat both ends of the 
canister with tape or heavy waxed paper. If 
left unsealed, the charcoal will absorb mois- 
ture front the air until it Is saturated, and 
the mask will 'be useless. Unseal the can- 
ister only when the mask is to be put on for 
protection against gas. Once the mask has 
been used, the canister must be refilled with 
fresh charcoal and soda lime. 
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Cut a second disk of screening ond bond it down oil 
©round ever »ho cloth. Hold if with a turn of fop© 
wJido cvlting owoy Surplus cloth, Afterward, apply 
more top© f© hold tho screening firmly on canister 
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Cut ©not Her hole, obovt !*/»** smaller thon the con* 
'•tor. In tho lower part ©f the ©op, Insert the 
canister and top© ©$ with tbo powder bo*. Cover 
weened end* with top© to loop cborcool active 
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Mote a head Harnett of %"*wide olatiic and attoch 
it at shown »n the drawing. Try the most on to 
mol* tbo strops the right length. Pot o thickness 
of top© over the elastic, another under tb© robber 
befor© tewing, to male the thread Hold securely 



Put on the mask by hooting the edge- nearest the 
canister under the chin. If should male an airtight 
seal all^ around the face. To test the seal, cover 
the canister with the hand ond draw a deep breath. 
If all the joints are tight, the mask will collapse 






